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Behind the unassuming brand name Untitled Mark lies a 
creative artist taking Lancaster�s interiors and exteriors to a 
whole new level—one handmade piece at a time. Opting not 
to identify with a brand name that might unintentionally 
single out one type of art form or style, he simply decided, 
“For now I am just going to call myself Untitled Mark,” 
says local artist Mark Springer of his broad and unspecific 
moniker. For him, the word “untitled” provides for an 
“endless opportunity of art.” 
Judging from his diverse portfolio on Facebook, Instagram 

and his blog, it would indeed be difficult to box him into 
any specific category, as his work ranges from furniture to 
jewelry, painting, photography and everything in between. 
Always a creative person from a small age, Springer recalls 
experimenting with garden wire as a child and being 
fascinated by its potential. 
Currently, he�s selling his salvaged-material pieces 

on the popular 300 block of Queen Street, at Gallows 
Manufacturing Co. owned by Eric Kearns, former proprietor 
of the now defunct Revival Skate Shop. With Vans t-shirts 
and sneakers still available, the skate shop isn�t totally 
gone; instead, a newly diversified store remains, offering 
surprises to both dedicated visitors and newbies alike.
Adorning the steps of the store is Springer�s dog, Aston, 

sporting her pink collar and leash, greeting pedestrians 
and curious shoppers. Juxtaposed against the dog�s 
unassuming nature and pink accouterments are the bold 
products of Springer’s unbounded creativity. Centered 

Marking Impression
A Lancaster artisan bringing art to the table

within the store stands an imposing table made with 
reclaimed, salvaged steel legs and a dark wooden shiplap 
top. Surprisingly, he adds, the table is constructed using 
just four bolts that can be removed for easy shipping.
Against the wall stands a similar shelved unit adorned 

with Springer�s metal sculptures and wooden planters, 
highlighting the magnitude of his inventive creations. 
He describes the wooden shelf treatment as a Japanese 
technique where the wood is actually burned (known as 
“shou-sugi-ban” or “yakisugi”); its finish is both distinctive 
and eye-catching. Combining this method with steel 
creates a look compatible with Springer’s self-described 
vision of “visual contradictions between form, function and 
the material it�s created from.”
Other pieces within the shop exhibiting this contrast are 

the reclaimed barn beam succulent planters sitting on the 
shelves and the salvaged steel with barn beam “vertical 
succulent garden” hanging on the wall near the front 
window. “I like movement” and “functionality,” he says, 
describing these.
Not only is Springer doing his own “shou-sugi-ban,” 

he�s also doing his own steel welding, featured on the 
tables, wall garden and sculptures. During his years at 
Pennsylvania College of Art and Design, where he earned 
a BFA, an interest in sculpture was born. But his art 
education “didn't feel like enough,” so he bought himself a 
welder and began experimenting with it before eventually 
signing up for welding classes at another college to hone 
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Mark's self-described 
vision: 

Visual 
contradictions 
between form, 
function and 
the material 
it's created 

from.

Recently, working in 
concert with Rock 
Lititz, Mark found 

himself commissioned 
to create permanent 

installations and 
furniture that he 

refers to as "utilitarian 
sculpture."

About Shou-sugi-ban: 
Burning the wood 
(properly) creates 
a charcoal barrier 
resistant to rot, 

insects, and, ironically, 
fire. This process 
allows for a very 

distinctive, unique 
look. There's even 
room for creative 

touches to the finish 
after the wood is 

cooled and cleaned. 
Lastly, its finished 

with natural oil. 
Ranging from dark 

brown to black with a 
silvery accent, wood 

treated in this method 
can last up to 80 years 

with proper care.

“

“

his skills. “Welding can be an art form,” he 
says. Now other local woodworkers actually 
employ Springer for metal work. 
All of these talents have made it possible for 

Springer to enjoy his craft as a full-time job. 
Whether selling from the Queen Street store 
or creating custom pieces for residential, 
commercial, and non-profit clients, the path 
has been paved to move into some bigger 
gigs. Recently, working in concert with Rock 
Lititz, he found himself commissioned to 
create permanent installations and furniture 
that he refers to as “utilitarian sculpture.” 
Springer says, “I wanted to make pieces for 
them that would stand out, catch eyes and              
provide inspiration.” Embracing a passion 
discovered after college for fabricating his 
brand of furniture, he saw it as a great fit for 
the space. “I feel that having an artsy décor 
in an art-inspiring studio only helps open 
the performers’ minds up to more creativity, 
which can potentially help them with what 
they are there producing,” he says. 
Virtually every area within the building 

bears Springer�s stamp, whether it’s the Rock 
Lititz sign, the large table in the conference 
room, desks, multi-use tables utilizing 
castors, stools, permanent wall art, or even the 
industrial steel bathroom stalls (material he 
chose to recycle rather than consider waste). 
All are his vision. Rock Lititz�s website offers 
a virtual, tour of the inside, and through this 
tour, it’s possible to see how many pieces and 
great ideas Springer employed for the space. 
As if these ambitious ideas were not 

enough, however, Springer has a goal of 
starting what he calls an “art district” in 
downtown Lancaster. Hoping to “repurpose” 
an old warehouse, he envisions artists living 
in the building, having space to work and 
the opportunity to show their work in a 
provided gallery. So far, he said he’s found 
some “maybe spots.”
Meanwhile, in the works is a new website 

that will centralize Springer�s portfolio 
of previous designs, add the capability to 
purchase current work directly and offer 
contact information for custom orders. 
And when Springer says custom order, he 
means custom. “I at times make home visits 
so I can fully capture the ambiance of their 
surroundings, as I want to make sure what 
I create for them looks good with items they 
already have, use and see daily,” he says. In 
one instance he created a specialty fire pit 
for a client whose pit sat in a recurring flood 
zone, necessitating its ability to withstand 
Mother Nature. 
With so much already accomplished, it’s 

hard to imagine the future, but Springer says 
he does have some large-scale commissioned 
projects on the table, and he hopes for a 
future lamp collection. One thing is clear: 
Untitled Mark has his style down to a fine art.

facebook.com/untitledbymark
untitledbymark.blogspot.com
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